ADA LEVERSON
equipment of a writer, my dear Sphinx, except pen, ink and
paper."
If she was living in a flat which she had taken for the
summer, instead of staying in a hotel, she would invariably,
when one went to see her, pour a whole bottle of scent over
her visitor before he had time to stop her. The perfume was
always Chanel, Numero Cinq, and she would explain her action
by saying, " There are so few really clever women. I buy more
of this than I need, for I think a clever woman ought to be
supported." ... I disliked being dipped in this way as if I
were a sheep, and tried to avoid it by protesting that the
perfume afflicted me with hay-fever. But Sphinx was very
fond of scent herself, and used to tell me how her friend Aubrey
Beardsley had once written to her, the day before he was giving
a party, saying, " Will you come an hour earlier than the
others, and help me to scent the flowers ? " When she arrived,
as requested, she found her young host engaged in spraying
bowls of gardenias and tuberoses with opoponax, and as she
entered, he handed her a spray of frangipane for the
stephanotis.
" Though not affected myself, I like other people to be,"
she would say, and she would quote Aubrey Beardsley's ob-
servation to her one day, " Really I believe I'm so affected,
even my lungs are affected," and described, too, how, when he
was leaving the Brompton Oratory on a particularly goldea
morning, he had startled the rest of the devout flock by ex-
claiming, as he looked up at the sky, " What a dear day I "
Sphinx used often, indeed, to lecture my brother and me on
our odious inadequacy in this respect. For defence, I used to
urge that such a trait was usually hereditary, and seldom ran
in families such as mine: but she would retort, "Well, you
ought to try and think out some affectations, even if it doesn't
come easy to you! People expect it. , It*s not natural for a
writer to be natural, that's what I say! "
Sphinx had first met Wilde, she told me, through an anony-
mous parody she had written of Dorian Gray. This skit had
attracted his attention, and had amused Mm. He had written
to the author, who had suggested a meeting, and when this
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